Id like to extend a warm wel-

September, 2007 J. W. Walker School

Welcome back!

Students will continue using agendas

come back to all students, and say this year as a communication tool between

hello to two new to our school
this year: Julia and Jasmyn.

Intermediate teachers this year in-
clude: Ms. Leishman (Grade 7), who is teaching
Physical Education and Health to all Interme-
diate students,; Mrs. Davidson-George (Grade
8), our Intermediate history and geography
teacher,; and I will be teaching the Grade 7/8
split, along with Science to all Intermediate
students.

Scientifically
Speaking

, Units being studied for September/
-October are Fluids (grade 8) and Pure
'Substances and Mixtures (grade 7).

: While it's still a ways off, Intermedi-
-ate students will be doing science fair pro-

‘jects, with the J. W. Walker School Science
~Fair to be held in March.

I'm looking forward to the Regional
-Science Fair, which is being held in Fort
‘Frances this year. Finalists may be eligible
“for the National Science Fair in May.

Terry Fox Run at Walker
will be Thursday, Sept. 27, 2007

home and school.

If you have any questions, concerns or
would like to schedule a conference, please
contact me via the school phone (274-3616) or
email (jbonnervickers@mail.rrdsb.com).

I'm looking forward to seeing everyone
at the school's Open House, which is being held
September 26 from 6:30 -8 p.m.

End of Summer

Fun

The 7/8 class will be hold-
ing an “End of Summer”
theme day on Friday, Sept.
21.

Activities will be subject-
specific, and we will be or-
dering in pizza for second
nutrition break. Cost per
slice is $1. Orders will be
taken on Thursday, Sept. 20.

Autumn begins Sept.23




A Quick Look at What's Ahead. . .

Grade 7
e Factors and Multiples

e Squares and Square
Roots

e Exponents

e Number Patterns

Mathematics

Grade 8
Prime Factors

Exponents

Expanded Form and Scientific Notation

Common Factors and Prime Factorization

Solving Simple Equations

I Music

The Instrumental Music
Program will begin
Wednesday, Sept. 12.
Those taking non-
instrumental music will
receive instruction from
Ms. Leishman for Term I.

O STUDEN
1 will be available first

are to remaih ih the Classroom.

Math Detective: Each week, students will be giveh a word problem based onh the
concepts being studied. These problems are intended to help check and reinforce
unhderstanding . The word problem for each grade will be posted every (Monday,

putrition breaks for anhy-
ohe who would like extra
support. Just let me

with students to hand in their solutions by Friday. “Math Detective” notebooks khow, anhd TIl make
arrangements to be

IEnglish: Reading, Writing,
IMedia Literacy, and Oral Communication

r-------------------l
I
1

To start off our reading program, we will be studying the novel
by Lois Lowry. Comprehension is the main focus. Another goal
will be for students to extend understanding, not only of themselves, but
of the world around them through their reading. We will focus on being
critical readers. This novel will be used to introduce Literature Circle
roles and the expectation of each contributor in a Literature Circle.

As part of our daily writing program, students will be keeping
journals. Some days they will be given a topic, and some days it will be
“free” writing. This is an opportunity for them to practise getting their

there.

ideas down on the page. Our first writing unit reviews the writing process, the 6 + 1 Traits,
with the focus on paragraph writing.

In Media Literacy, students will be evaluating how different individuals or organizations
present ideas, what is the intended response, and strategies implemented to elicit that re-

sponse.

Listening to understand is the focus of our Oral Communication unit, and it will include dif-
ferent strategies people can use, as well as responding appropriately.

Reading and writing conferences will be held throughout the year, both on an individual

and group basis.

Read-aloud:

by Gordon Korman

Term 1 Book Report is

due by November 14




