SEPTEMBER NEWS
2007-2008 School Year
Teacher: Nicole Evans

& Angela Petsnick

Grades: 2/3

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students:

Welcome to a brand new school year! My name is Nicole Evans and I will once
again be teaching Grades Two/Three here at J.W. Walker School. 1 am excited to
be working with your child, and look forward to the adventures that lie ahead!

The daily schedule is much the same as last year. Please take note of a few
alterations to the period times. Below is the schedule for all JK-8 students:

8:45 Entry Bell/Announcements/Opening Exercises
8:45-10:39 First Block

10:39-11:24 Nutrition (NUT FREE)/Outdoor Activity Break
11:24 -1:18 Second Block

1:18-2:03 Nutrition (NUT FREE)/Outdoor Activity Break
2:03-3:15 Third Block

3:15 Dismissal




@
Nutrition Breaks:

This time is divided between healthy eating and outside time, socialization and
exercise. We do encourage nutritional snacks such as fruit, veggies, crackers,
cheese, etc. There will be milk and a lunch program offered at a later date during
the first nutrition break.

Please send a water bottle, clearly labelled, to school with your child to allow
him or her to access water when necessary rather than leaving the classroom.
Water bottles will be kept in a special spot in our classroom rather than on the
children’s desks. Please remind your child to bring home their water bottle for
cleaning on a regular basis.

PLEASE NOTE: This is a NUT FREE classroom this year. Please look at packaging
and should you require any further information regarding “nut free” choices,
please contact Mrs. Petsnick.

Classroom Management:

Golden Rule: Treat others the way that you wish to be treated.
General Rule: No one has the right to prevent someone else from learning.

As a part of our classroom management strategy, 1 am in the process of
developing a reward system for those students who those children who display
positive behaviours (listening carefully, helping others, saying kind words,
completing work within given time parameters, trying their best, working well in a
group, playing fair on the playground, practicing good sportsmanship, lining up
promptly, walking in the hallway, using their manners frequently, respecting
others, etc.). 1 feel that with these systems in place in our classroom, I will be
reinforcing positive behaviour and encouraging good decision-making.



Anti-Bullying Environment:

As part of our school improvement plan, teachers will address the anti-bullying
curriculum on a regular basis. Bullying is a serious issue and will not be tolerated.
Bullying involves teasing, excluding, name-calling and physical harm. Encourage your
child to reflect upon his/her day at home.

Newsletters:

I believe in open communication between students, parents and teachers to
keep you informed of your child’s progress and classroom activities. A monthly
newsletter will be sent home at the beginning of every month to inform you of the
units and skills that are the current focus. Current events, special days and any
additional items required to be brought to school from home will be outlined in the
newsletter and in your child’'s agenda. Please take the time to read each
newsletter and agenda entry, as they are one form of communication between
home and school.

***You may also access our monthly newsletters on the J.W. Walker School
website at jws.rrdsb.com (no “www”). Add us to your favourites or bookmarks!

Agendas:

The students will be making use of a daily planner (agenda) in which they will
write down homework assignments, special events, school and/or personal
reminders, etc. This will also be used as a communication tool between home and
school. We will use a blank notebook to start off this process, which you will be
required to initial nightly. Once the actual agendas arrive, there will be small
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fee required to help offset the total cost of the agenda. More information will
follow.




Medical Information:

Any medication taken by the students themselves or administered by school
personnel requires parents to fill out a form before this can take place. A
doctor’s note is also required for ANY medication being administered at
school. The classroom teachers are not allowed to administer ANY medication
(Tylenol, cough syrup, drops, etc.) Please inform the teacher if your child has any
allergies or special medical conditions.

Money:

Please send money for the lunch and milk program, and other events in a baggie
or an envelope clearly labelled with your child’'s name on it and what the money is
for.

Supplies:

Your help is needed in order for your child to have the best experience in
completing his/her work both at home and school. Students need to have
something in which to carry their materials to and from school. Have your child
decide on a special pocket in their backpack where newsletters and important
notes will be kept. This will ensure that all school communication and assignments
will be kept in good shape for parents and teachers.

The requested supplies are as follows:

*markers

*pencil case

*pencil sharpener

*pencil crayons

*paint shirt (any old shirt)

*pencils (only 1 pencil per month for every student will be given)
*glue stick (white glue will be available at school)
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* 1 REGULAR-SIZED binder for Science and Social Studies

*indoor shoes (white soles or any non-marking shoes comfortable for gym),
LABELLED

*outdoor shoes, LABELLED

***Please also label your child’s jacket, backpack, ski-pants, etc. so these items
can be returned promptly if lost or misplaced. Please let me know if you have any

concerns regarding this matter.

Book Orders:

Approximately once a month, I will be sending home Scholastic Book Order
flyers, giving you the opportunity to purchase books of your choice. Ordering is
optional. When placing an order, please fill out the coupon on the back of the
flyer. Please pay close attention to the PROPER COLUMN for Ontario prices. The
due date will be clearly marked and a reminder will be in the monthly newsletter
and agenda. Cheques or money orders ONLY will be accepted. All cheques must be
made payable to Scholastic Canada. PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH IN ANY
AMOUNT. Cash will not be accepted, and will be returned to you with your order
form.

Absences:

Please phone the school and leave a message if your child will not be at school.
We are required to record reasons for absences.
IT the absence is planned, please inform BOTH the secretary and the teacher in
advance (two days or more). Attendance will be taken promptly at 8:45. If your
child arrives after this time, they will be considered late and will be required to
check in at the office where they will be given a late slip.

Dismissal:

When your child is not to return home in the usual manner, a written note must
be sent to school indicating the day’s arrangement. Without written confirmation,
your child will be sent home in the customary fashion. NEW LAST YEAR: The
School Board has made an executive decision NOT to allow any student to ride a



bus other than their assigned bus. 1T your child is staying elsewhere for 5 or more
consecutive days, they will be allowed to ride on a different bus, provided
arrangements are made in advance, and a note is given to the office. ***Please
note: If you are picking up your child, you must park on the WEST side of Keating
Ave. Therefore, your child will not have to cross the street. If you are picking up
your child and choose to wait in the school, they will meet you in the atrium after
the bell (dismissal time is 3:15).

Friday with Mrs. Petsnick:

Mrs. Angela Petsnick will be teaching science and social studies on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. She also will be teaching writing, art, computers, drama and dance
every Friday.

Book Bag Program:

We will begin our book bag program in late September. In addition to nightly
reading there may also be a written portion in your child's book bag. More
information will follow soon.

Thank you for taking the time to read and make sense of the items on this
newsletter. IT you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me
by phone or email. 1 will get back to you at my earliest convenience. | am
anticipating a wonderful year and am looking forward to getting to know you and
your child.

Yours in Learning,
Mrs. Nicole Evans

274-3616
nevans@mail.rrdsb.com



