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MS Read-A-Thon  
This year, J. W. Walker School has decided to participate again in the MS Read-A-Thon, a fund-raising program that 
promotes recreational reading while raising money to help fight multiple sclerosis.  Multiple sclerosis is a disease that 
attacks the central nervous system and may result in numbness, loss of balance, extreme fatigue, double vision, 
muscle tremors, speech difficulties and even paralysis. 
 
On Friday, October 19th, the students attended a short assembly where they were provided information about multi-
ple sclerosis, disability awareness and the importance of recreational reading.  Following the assembly, students 
were provided with an MS Read-A-Thon kit to record their progress.  The MS Read-A-Thon will continue until Friday, 
November 11th.  Once the reading period is over, the kits and money will be returned to the school to be collected by 
the MS Read-A-Thon office. 
Children should be encouraged to experience the joy of reading while supporting the Multiple Sclerosis Society of 
Canada.  For more information about multiple sclerosis, the MS Society, or the MS Read-A-Thon, their website can 
be accessed at www.msreadathon.com. 

Volleyball 
 The Grade 7 and 8 boys 
and girls volleyball teams have 
been working hard during practices 
both during the nutrition breaks and 
after school. 
 The Grade 7 and 8 girls teams will be compet-
ing in a  tournament at Walker this Saturday.  The 
Grade 8 boys will have their first tournament on Novem-
ber 10th at Crossroads. 

Professional Activity Day 
 
Just a reminder that Monday, October 29th, is a Pro-
fessional Activity Day. There will be no school for 
students. 

 Safe Crossing Week 
 
Safe Crossing Week is from October 22nd to 26th.  This 
program is sponsored by Safe Kids Canada and CN to 
encourage educators, parents and caregivers to teach 
children how to cross railway tracks safely.  According 
to the two safety partners, education is the key to reduc-
ing the 100 deaths and 100 injuries that occur from rail-
way crossing incidents each year in Canada. 
 
What parents and children need to know to stay safe 
near railway tracks: 
• Always cross at a railway crossing with lights, gates 

and/or the cross buck sign. 
• Listen for the warning bell and train whistles. 
• Look both ways before crossing the tracks. 
• If one train passes, make sure that a second train is 

not approaching on the same or another track. 
• Walking or playing on or near tracks is dangerous 

and illegal. 
 
Constable Pete LeDrew from the CN Police will be do-
ing presentations on train safety to the primary and jun-
ior students on Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
 
 

Chip orders 
The chip orders have arrived.  Please 
make arrangements to pick them up at 
the school. 
 
We thank all those that took part in 
this fundraising activity. 

New Staff Member 
 
Staff and students at J.W. Walker would like to welcome 
three new staff members.  Ms. Cathy Richards is teach-
ing the JK class while Mrs. Stephanie Botsford will be 
teaching students from both the primary and junior divi-
sions as well as the JK students for their teachers prep. 
period. 
 
We would also like to welcome back Ms. Tanya Handor-
gan as an Educational Assistant. Tanya will be working 
with the students from Stanjikoming First Nation. 



Halloween Activities 
 
On Wednesday, October 31st, from 
11:45-12:45 the primary classes will 
be participating in the Penny Fair as 
part of their Halloween activities. 
They will start off with a voluntary 
costume parade and then proceed to 
the gym for a variety of games and 
activities. 
 
At the Penny Fair, there will be more than 20 booths 
for children to visit.  Each child requires 25 Pennies 
(no dimes, nickels or quarters) to pay for their chance 
at a game. Please make sure that your child’s pennies 
are in a bag labeled with their name. 
 
The Junior students will be going bowling with Ms. Ar-
mour’s and Mrs. Kaun’s class going from 9:00 a.m.-
11:00 a.m.  and Mr. Hill’s  and Mrs. MacKinnon’s from 
11:00 p.m. -1:00 p.m.  
 
The Intermediate students will be going to the Town-
shend Theatre to watch a movie from 1:00 pm.– 3:00 
p.m. 

Reading Recovery - A Second Chance for  
Literacy Learning 
 
Reading Recovery is an early intervention program 
designed by Marie M. Clay to assist children in first 
grade who are having difficulty learning to read 
and write. Children who are struggling with 
reading and writing through regular instruction 
receive a short-term, individually designed 
program of instruction that supports them to 
succeed. Reading Recovery is designed to move 
children in a short time, 12-20 weeks, from the 
bottom of their class to the average level, where 
they can profit from regular classroom instruction. 
The goal of Reading Recovery is accelerated 
learning. Children are expected to make faster than 
average progress so that they can catch up with 
other children in their class.  

Dismissal Procedure 
Students walking or riding 
bicycles are dismissed 
through the WEST door 
and access Keating  
Avenue along the south 
sidewalk. 
Bus students line up at dismissal on the pavement out-
side (inside the gymnasium on inclement days).  
Students getting picked up at the end of the day will be 
waiting inside the FRONT door.   

Important Upcoming Events 
 
October 24– Train Safety– Jr. and Sr. Kindergarten 
October 27- Girls volleyball tournament at Walker 
October 29– Professional Activity Day 
October 31– Halloween Activities 
November 13– School Council meeting  

Cross-Country Running 
 
Congratulations to the member of the J.W. Walker 
Cross-country team that recently competed in the dis-
trict event at Crossroads.  The team results are as fol-
lows: 
Grade 4 Boys Second Place 
Grade 4 Girls  Second Place 
Grade 5 Girls First Place 
Grade 6 Boys First Place 
Grade 7 Boys Fourth Place 
Grade 7 Girls Fourth Place 
Grade 8 Boys Fourth Place 
Grade 8 Girls Third Place 
 
The Grade 5 Boys and the Grade 6 girls did not have 
enough entrants to make up a team. 

Student Council News 
 
The Student Council is up and running under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Davidson-George and Miss Armour.   
 
 Elections were held in the Intermediate Division 
for the positions of President, Vice-President and Secre-
tary.  Each Grade 4 - 8 class also chose class represen-
tatives.  These students have been assigned to one of 
the younger classes. 
 We will be finalizing a list of School Spirit Days 
soon. Check the school website for more information.  
We have a link on the Information page. 
 Here is the Student Council for this year: 
• President - Tia Scott-Bedard 
• Vice-President - Rachel Wirtz 
• Secretary - A.J. French  
 
The first meeting of the Student Council will be on No-
vember 30th during the 2nd nutrition break. 

Fundraising Update 
 
The J.W. Walker fundraising committee has decided 
that along with the just completed chips fundraiser J.W. 
Walker will be participating in the two future fundraisers 
listed below.  
Norcard (Cards and Calendars)– October 30th– Novem-
ber 9th 
Magazine Subscriptions– February 2008 
 
The money raised from all fundraising events go to-
wards school activities or equipment. 

Intermediate Band 
The Intermediate instrumental students, under the direc-
tion of Mr. John Faith, have been working hard to de-
velop their music skills.  They are already looking for-
ward to performing for family and friends at the upcom-
ing Christmas Concert. 


