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THE TERRY FOX RUN 
 
Once again, J. W. Walker School is pleased to 
be hosting its annual Terry Fox Walk/Run on 
Thursday, September 27th.  The schedule for 
the event is as follows: 
 
12:45 p.m. Students and staff will meet 
  in the gymnasium to learn about     
                          Terry Fox. 
2:03 p.m. Students and staff will proceed to     
                          the St. Francis Sports Area to   
                          complete the walk.    
Please ensure that your child has comfortable walking 
shoes and a bottle of water for the event.  A drink and a 
snack will be provided at the conclusion of the event.  All 
participating students will also receive a certificate, 
temporary tattoos, and a bookmark. 
 
Parents/guardians are welcome to come and walk with their 
children. Pledge sheets are to be returned to the school no 
later than Thursday, September 27th. 

YOU’RE INVITED! 
 
Open House is Wednes-
day, September 26th (6:30-
8:00 p.m.) You are invited to visit your child’s classroom, 
see what they have been doing since September 5th and 
meet the people that your child(ren) spend each day with.  
Students must be accompanied by their parents/guardians.  
 
In addition, we invite you to visit our Book Fair in the gym-
nasium.  Please stop by as part of your tour.  Profits go to 
the purchase of new paperbacks for the Library. 
   
Staff members have been working very hard in setting up 
routines and schedules and really getting to know their stu-
dents–their special interests, talents, strengths and weak-
nesses. Open House is NOT a time to discuss your child’s 
academic progress. It is very difficult, after only a few 
weeks of school, to provide you with a progress report.  
This will be done at a later date. 
 
We look forward to meeting you in person and we hope that 
via the telephone, student agendas, newsletters, the web 
site (http://jws.rrdsb.com), School Council meetings, Open 
House, and other celebrations, we can share the responsi-
bility for your child’s learning! 

Making a Difference Together! 

Newsletters 
Due to requests, the school newsletters will be sent home on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of each month rather than once a 
month as indicated in the first newsletter.  The newsletter will be 
sent home with the youngest in each family at the school. 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 

In an attempt to service the students 
at J. W. Walker School best in literacy, the 
students in Grades 1 to 3 have been grouped 
depending on their Developmental Reading Level.  For the 
first block of the morning the students will be involved with 
literacy activities that will enable them to develop as individ-
ual readers and writers.  In order for this to happen your 
child may move to a different classroom to participate in his/
her reading group.  These groupings will be flexible de-
pending on the individual needs of the students and will be 
reviewed regularly.  The purpose of this literacy block is to: 

 
• give teachers the opportunity to observe individuals in 

small group situations as they process new texts  
• give students the opportunity to develop reading 

strategies at their level so that they can read increas-
ingly more difficult texts independently 

• give children enjoyable, successful experiences in                            
reading for meaning 

• develop the abilities needed for independent reading 
Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher if 

you have any questions. 

School Pictures 
Please note that school pictures will be on the following 
dates: 
October 9th - SK and Grades 1-4 
October 10th - JK and Grades 4/5-8. 

Student Agendas 
Communication between home and school is very important 
to a child’s education. As a result, agendas have been dis-
tributed to students in the Gr. 1/2, 2, 2/3, 3, 4, 4/5, 5/6, 6 ,7, 
7/8 and 8 classrooms.   
 
The agendas are designed to help promote and facilitate 
better work habits and to motivate students to achieve 
higher standards.  The agenda program leads students to 
record, prioritize, schedule, check and review their home-
work each day.  In reading their child’s agenda, parents can 
stay updated on upcoming class and school events, help 
their child prepare for tests and meet deadlines, and encour-
age their child to develop organizational skills.  There is 
room for teachers and parents to sign and comment each 
day as well.   
 
We ask your cooperation in signing the agenda daily and 
ensuring that it is returned to school.  We are asking each 
child to contribute $3 towards the cost of the agendas. 
Thank you to those who have already sent in the money. 

Upcoming Events 
 
September 26- Open House  
September 27-  Terry Fox Walk/Run 
October 9-  Pictures SK, Grades 1-4 
October 10– Pictures JK, Grades 4/5-8 



School Council News 
 
School Council had its first meeting of the year on Sep-
tember 18th.  The following is the J. W. Walker School 
Council for the 2007-08 year: 
 
Catherine McGuire           Chair 
Leslie Danielson          Secretary/Treasurer 
Maureen Hayward                   Non-Teaching Staff Rep. 
Nicole Jewell                           Teaching Staff Rep. 
Jody Hamilton                               
Jennifer Langtry                            
Rhonda Spuzak  
Bill Daley           Principal 
Peg Keffer           Vice Principal 
 
If you were unable to attend the first meeting and would 
like to be involved in the School Council, you are wel-
come to attend any of the meetings listed below. 
 
The meetings for School Council are as follows: 
Tuesday, November 13 
Tuesday, January 15 
Tuesday, March 18 
Tuesday, May 13 
 
Meetings will be held in the Library, unless otherwise 
noted, and will begin at 7 p.m. Minutes from each meet-
ing will be posted on the school web site. 

Cross Country Running  
The Grade 4-8 students have been 
preparing for the upcoming District 
Cross Country Meet which will be held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 3rd, at Cross-
roads School in Devlin.  There are 
over 60 students that have been preparing for this event 
and will be representing Walker School.  Students will 
depart the school at approximately 9 a.m. and depart 
Crossroads at approximately 2 p.m.  
Good luck to all participants. 
 
Thank you to Mrs. Petsnick and Ms. Bridgeman for their 
hard work in preparing the students.  

Tips for Parents – Helping Your Child Be 
Successful in School 
 
• Be generous with praise - Observe your child care-

fully and comment on the things that are done well. 
When you see an area that needs improvement, 
find a positive way to talk about it with your child. 

 
• Encourage "personal best" - Help your child by en-

couraging him or her to do the best in school and at 
home.  Remember, "personal best" does not mean 
"perfect," and "learning" is not the same as "high 
grades." Children, like adults, need the freedom to 
make mistakes and to learn from them.   

 
• Make learning a priority - Your attitude toward 

school attendance, education and involvement in 
the school makes a strong and lasting impression 
on your child. Show your child, by example, that 
learning is a priority. 

 
• Show interest in school work by: 

• Talking about school each day; 
• Asking to see class work; 
• Having your child read aloud to you; 

• Encouraging your child to discuss new ideas 
and opinions; 

• Showing appreciation for good efforts; 

• Offering suggestions for success. 
 
• Help your child use the following strategies to im-

prove performance in school by: 
• Reading the assignment when it is given; 
• Keeping a list of new vocabulary; 

• Proofreading assignments to catch errors be-
fore writing a final draft; 

• Reviewing notes before a test. 
 

• Support 100% attendance - Some kinds of ab-
sences are unavoidable, but taking students out of 
school unnecessarily is disruptive for learning. 

Outdoor Clothing Reminder 
This is a friendly reminder that with the changes in 
weather students need to come to school 
properly dressed for the outdoors.  We sug-
gest that students dress in layers as it is of-
ten cool in the mornings and warmer later in 
the afternoon. 

First Annual Children’s Services Fair 
Family and Children’s Services Developmental Services 
will be sponsoring their first annual Children’s Services 
Fair at the Robert Moore School Gym. This fair is to 
highlight sports, services and other activities available 
to children in the Rainy River District. 
Something for everyone! 
 
THURSDAY 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 
ROBERT MOORE GYM 
5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

☺ FOOD 
☺ ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE 
KIDS 
☺ BALLOONS 

Volleyball  
The girls and boys volleyball practices will be starting 
soon.  Practice schedules will be set by the coaches of 
each team.   
Further information will be sent home on upcoming 
games and tournaments. 

Computer Headphones 
In order to allow all students to access the computers with minimal distraction to others in the room, we are asking all students to 
bring headphones.  The students headphones will be stored in individual bags for their use only.  Headphones can be purchased 
quite cheaply at various locations in Fort Frances.  


